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SPOTLIGHT The Statesman and the
Sorority Girl
By Dale M. Glading

The reviews are in… and the critics
are absolutely raving about his per-
formance on one of the world’s
biggest stages.

To whom am I referring? A Broadway
actor or a Hollywood icon? How
about a recording artist or a concert
pianist?

No, today’s celebrity - who is being
universally praised throughout Eu-
rope and the Americas - is none other
than Marco Rubio, the 72nd Secre-
tary of State of the United States. 

Last month, Sec. Rubio delivered a
tour-de-force performance at the Mu-
nich Security Conference, expertly
blending the sharp-edged Trump for-
eign policy with a nuanced olive
branch that European leaders were
only too eager to grasp. The re-
sponse to his 30-minute balancing
act was a thunderous standing ova-
tion that was in stark contrast to the
cool reception offered Vice President
JD Vance at last year’s conference in
which he blasted European leaders
for their lax immigration policies.

Vance was forced to admit that
Rubio’s speech was “great” and “very,
very ably delivered.” That’s very high
praise indeed, especially coming from
your potential rival for the 2028 GOP
presidential nomination.

Even The Hill, a liberal political news
outlet, couldn’t contain itself, referring
to Rubio’s speech as his “Munich mo-
ment” before adding that it provided
him with “fresh momentum”.  

Conservatives were even more

ebullient.
“Marco continues to enhance himself
both in Trump World and internation-
ally,” said Republican strategist Brian
Seitchik, who called the speech “a
win” for Rubio’s standing in the party
as chatter builds about his future
plans. 

So, what was it about Rubio’s speech
that so enthralled his audience? Well,
here are a few choice excerpts…

“We gather here today as members
of a historic alliance, an alliance that
saved and changed the world,” he
began his remarks. “When this con-
ference began in 1963, it was in a na-
tion - actually, it was on a continent -
that was divided against itself.  The
line between communism and free-
dom ran through the heart of Ger-
many. The first barbed fences of the
Berlin Wall had gone up just two
years prior.”

“But we were driven by a common
purpose. We were unified not just by
what we were fighting against; we
were unified by what we were fighting
for. And together, Europe and Amer-
ica prevailed and a continent was re-
built. Our people prospered. In time,
the East and West blocs were re-
united. A civilization was once again
made whole.”

“Under President Trump, the United
States of America will once again
take on the task of renewal and
restoration, driven by a vision of a fu-
ture as proud, as sovereign, and as
vital as our civilization’s past. And
while we are prepared, if necessary,
to do this alone, it is our preference
and it is our hope to do this together
with you, our friends here in Europe.
For the United States and Europe, we
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“These People Are
Crazy!”
By Dale M. Glading
“These people are crazy!”

With those four little words,
President Donald J. Trump
summarized what every patri-
otic red-blooded American was
thinking as they watched the
State of the Union address on
February 24, 2026.

For the better part of two
hours, President Trump touted
his administration’s accom-
plishments while drawing a
stark contrast between the two
major political parties. At times,
President Trump channeled his
inner Muhammad Ali, bobbing
and weaving like a prizefighter
stalking his prey. However, at
other times, he more closely
resembled “Iron Mike” Tyson,
rushing across the ring to
knock his opponent out as
quickly as possible.

How did President Trump reg-
ister a political knockout? Sim-
ple… he delivered a series of
devastating uppercuts and
body blows and then - when
their eyes were swollen and
their knees were buckling - he
handed the Democrats a rope,
and they gladly and gleefully
hung themselves with it, right
in front of an international tele-
vision audience.

Parading one American hero
after another - from the U.S.
men’s ice hockey team that
just won the Olympic gold
medal to valiant soldiers, 
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belong together. America was
founded 250 years ago, but the
roots began here on this continent
long before. The man who settled
and built the nation of my birth ar-
rived on our shores carrying the
memories and the traditions and
the Christian faith of their ancestors
as a sacred inheritance, an un-
breakable link between the old
world and the new.”

“We are part of one civilization -
Western civilization. We are bound
to one another by the deepest
bonds that nations could share,
forged by centuries of shared his-
tory, Christian faith, culture, her-
itage, language, ancestry, and the
sacrifices our forefathers made to-
gether for the common civilization
to which we have fallen heir.” 

“And so, this is why we Americans
may sometimes come off as a little
direct and urgent in our counsel,”
he explained. “This is why Presi-
dent Trump demands seriousness
and reciprocity from our friends
here in Europe. The reason why,
my friends, is because we care
deeply. We care deeply about your
future and ours. And if at times we
disagree, our disagreements come
from our profound sense of con-
cern about a Europe with which we
are connected - not just economi-
cally, not just militarily. We are con-
nected spiritually and we are
connected culturally. We want Eu-
rope to be strong. We believe that
Europe must survive, because the
two great wars of the last century
serve for us as history’s constant
reminder that ultimately, our destiny
is and will always be intertwined
with yours, because we know that
the fate of Europe will never be ir-
relevant to our own.” 

What you just read are excerpts
from a master class in international
diplomacy, delivered humbly yet

unapologetically, powerfully and
eloquently to a rapt audience that
was sitting on the edge of their up-
holstered seats. What they heard
was a vivid reminder of the shared
history and heritage between Amer-
ica and Western Europe accompa-
nied by a full-throated reassurance
that the bonds that unite us are as
strong as ever.

With that reminder and that reas-
surance still echoing in the confer-
ence chambers, Rubio - like a
maestro conducting an orchestra -
then gently but firmly scolded the
Europeans… and they took the
reprimand exceedingly well.

Now, contrast Sec. Rubio’s states-
manlike remarks with those offered
by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(D-NY), who for whatever reason
also attended the Munich Security
Conference.

Apparently, AOC is considering run-
ning for either the U.S. Senate seat
currently held by Senate minority
leader Chuck Schumer in 2028 or -
heaven help us - the Democratic
nomination for president that same
year. And so, she thought a trip
across the pond to attend a confer-
ence with European leaders would
help burnish her foreign policy cre-
dentials while introducing her on
the world stage.

Unfortunately for AOC, her move
backfired worse than a rusted-out
muffler while falling flatter than the
proverbial pancake. In fact, not
since the introduction of the Ford
Edsel and “New Coke” has a mar-
keting plan been such an unmiti-
gated disaster.

Faux pas #1 occurred when Ms.
Ocasio-Cortez tried criticizing the
Trump administration for capturing
Venezuelan President Nicolás
Maduro.

“Maduro canceled elections. He
was an anti-democratic leader,”
Ocasio-Cortez said. “That doesn’t
mean that we can kidnap a head of

state and engage in acts of war just
because the nation is below the
equator.” 

Except, my dear, Venezuela is in
the Northern Hemisphere, which
means it is located above the equa-
tor. 

Gaffe #2 happened when AOC was
asked a question straight out of the
Foreign Policy Handbook for Dum-
mies, Grade School Edition.  

“Would and should the U.S. actu-
ally commit U.S. troops to defend
Taiwan if China were to move?”
she was asked at a Munich town
hall meeting.  

The question required a simple,
straight-forward response and - for
the sake of our geopolitical foes
that were watching and listening -
there was only one correct answer:
a firm and unequivocal “Yes!”  In-
stead, after a long and very awk-
ward pause, the former bartender
gave the following Valley Girl
reply…  

“"Um, you know, I think that this is
such a, you know, I think that this is
a um - this is, of course, a, um,
very long-standing, um, policy of
the United States, and I think what
we are hoping for is that we want to
make sure that we never get to that
point, and we want to make sure
that we are moving in all of our
economic research and our global
positions to avoid any such con-
frontation and for that question to
even arise.”  

Gobbledygook on steroids!  

“It was a beauty pageant to show
that she had some chops about in-
ternational issues, and she showed
a complete lack of chops about in-
ternational issues,” New York Dem-
ocratic strategist Hank Sheinkopf
told The Hill.  

Vice President Vance was even
more direct in his critique. “Look,
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that was embarrassing,” Vance told
Fox News host Martha MacCallum
on “The Story.”  

Even the left-leaning Washington
Post ridiculed Ocasio-Cortez for
her “strategic incomprehensibility,”
claiming that she “fumbled” her
chance to demonstrate her foreign
policy credentials. 

And yet, despite those embarrass-
ing public miscues, AOC seemed

intent on digging an even deeper
hole. In response to yet another
question at the town hall meeting,
Ms. Ocasio-Cortez equated U.S.
military and economic support of Is-
rael with the funding of genocide in
Gaza. That did not sit well with Tom
Goss, an expert on international af-
fairs, who told Fox News digital,
"AOC has flown all the way to Mu-
nich - infamous as the city in which
Hitler staged his Nazi Beer Hall
Putsch that marked the beginning
of the road to the Holocaust - in
order to smear the Jewish people
further with a phony genocide alle-
gation.”  

"Such preposterous allegations of
‘genocide’ form the bedrock of
modern antisemitic incitement
against Jews in the U.S. and glob-
ally,” Goss added. “This shocking
ignorance and insensitivity by Oca-
sio-Cortez should rule her out of
any potential presidential bid or
other high office."

So, there you have it folks. One
man who is primed and prepared to
serve as President of the United
States… and a not-ready-for-prime-
time congresswoman from Queens
who should probably go back to
mixing drinks.

The Statesman and the
Sorority Girl
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sailors and airmen from various
armed conflicts - President Trump
made it impossible for the Democ-
rats to remain seated or to sit on
their hands. And yet, implausibly,
most of them did exactly that, even
when Charlie Kirk’s widow, Erika,
was introduced or the parents of a
slain National Guard officer were
presented with their daughter’s
posthumous Purple Heart.

The Democrats - caught between a
rock and a hard place of their own
creation - couldn’t even bring them-
selves to stand and/or applaud for
lower taxes, free college education
accounts for newborns, or reduced
prices for prescription drugs.

Having offered the bait, it was now
time for President Trump to set the
hook and reel in the catch.

Gesturing towards the seated and
scowling Democrats, President
Trump smiled, shook his head, and
said, “These people are crazy!”

And the vast majority of Americans
watching had to agree.

After all, no one likes a sourpuss…
and the Democrat caucus is full of
them. I mean, who doesn’t stand
for and salute a 100-year-old vet-
eran of the Korean War, who was
being awarded the Medal of Honor
for his heroic actions in a 1952
dogfight in which he shot down four
Soviet MiG-15s while saving the
lives of hundreds of U.S. sailors?

Or, for that matter, who doesn’t
stand for and salute an MH-47 Chi-
nook pilot who, despite being shot
four times during Operation Ab-
solute Resolve that captured
Venezuelan president and drug
kingpin Nicolas Maduro, success-
fully completed his mission? With
some assistance, Chief Warrant Of-
ficer Eric Slover managed to rise to
his feet in the House gallery de-
spite his wounds in order to receive
the Medal of Honor, but the major-
ity of Democratic officeholders on
the House floor below him re-
mained seated… to their everlast-
ing shame.

I could go on and on, giving one
example of the Democrats’ callous
and craven behavior that night, but
here’s the rub…

They aren’t just crazy. They are
also spiritually deluded, oppressed,
and in some cases, possessed.

If you are a Christian, tell me what
you see and sense when you look
at and listen to Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer. Doesn’t
something in your spirit tell you that
there are evil forces at work? The
same goes for when former House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi takes the
podium… or Elizabeth Warren… or
Hakeem Jeffries… or so many
other Democrat leaders.

The ability to lie with a straight face
is an acquired “art”, but defending
the indefensible - such as late-term
and even partial birth abortion -
shows a total searing of a person’s
conscience.

I invite you to read I Timothy 4:1-2
and see if Bernie Sanders, Corey
Booker, and Adam Schiff don’t
come readily to mind.

Folks, we must recognize that, at
its core, we are not fighting a politi-
cal battle. On the contrary, we are
engaging in spiritual warfare at the
highest levels. That calls for lots of
smarts but far more importantly, a
daily donning of our spiritual armor.

“For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities,
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against the powers of this world’s
darkness, and against the spiri-
tual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms. Therefore take up the full
armor of God, so that when the
day of evil comes, you will be
able to stand your ground, and
having done everything, to
stand.” Ephesians 6:12-13 (BSB)

Let’s utilize every political weapon
at our disposal while remember-
ing that the reprobates that com-
prise today’s Democrat Party are
being led and empowered by
dark spiritual forces. In many
ways they are mindless pawns -
maneuvered by an evil chess-
master - who have exchanged
their eternal souls for temporal
power and will do anything and
everything to gain it and retain it.

“For what profit is it to a man if he
gains the whole world, and loses
his own soul? Or what will a man
give in exchange for his soul?”
Matthew 16:26 (NKJV)
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